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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

Considerable progress has been made by the library staff, with 
the assistance for a few weeks of Mr. Theodore C. Blegen, in 
the work of checking, classifying, and cataloguing the Nelson 
collection of material relating to the Scandinavians in the United 
States. Several hundred of the pamphlets, including a number of 
very rare items, have been bound. The issue of Folkebladet 
(Minneapolis) for July 19 contains an article in English by Mr. 
Blegen entitled "The Minnesota Historical Society," which deals 
especially with the work and plans of the society in the field of 
Scandinavian-American history. It contains a brief description 
of the Nelson collection, with a list of some of the more important 
titles. The article is reprinted in the August 11 issue of Amerika, 
published by Rasmus B. Anderson at Madison, Wisconsin. 

The society has lost two members of the executive council by 
death recently : Mr. James J. Hill, who died May 29, and Mr. 
Edward C. Stringer of St. Paul, whose death occurred July 8. 
A memorial address in honor of Mr. Hill will be presented by 
Mr. J. G. Pyle at the annual meeting of the society in January. 
Mr. Pyle is writing a biography of Mr. Hill which will be pub- 
lished serially in World's Work, the first installment to appear in 
the October number. 

General Le Due's article on the "Genesis of the Typewriter" 
in the February number of the Bulletin was reprinted in full in 
the March issue of the Magazine of History without any indica- 
tion that it had ever been published before. 

Gifts 

Mr. Edward E. Ayer of Chicago has presented number 93 of 
a three-hundred edition of The Memorial of Fray Alonso de 
Benavides, i6$0, translated by Mrs. Edward E. Ayer and anno- 
tated by Frederick Webb Hodge and Charles Fletcher Lummis 
(Chicago, privately printed, 1916. xiii, 309 p.). Copies of the 
original Spanish edition of this work, which was printed in 
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Madrid in 1630, are extremely rare, the one from which the 
present translation was made being found in the remarkable col- 
lection of books and manuscripts relating to the American Indians 
which Mr. Ayer has gathered together and which he has given to 
the Newberry Library in Chicago. Father Benavides spent seven 
years traveling throughout the province of New Mexico as a 
missionary, and in his Memorial set down an account of the coun- 
try and of the Indian tribes dwelling therein — invaluable source 
material for the student of the Southwest. Detailed and 
scholarly annotations add to the serviceableness of the work. 
The translation is accompanied by a facsimile reproduction, page 
for page, of the original Spanish text, and by forty photogravure 
plates giving views of old mission churches and other appropriate 
scenes. An excellent quality of paper, pleasing type, and an 
attractive binding contribute to the making of a volume which, in 
its format, leaves little to be desired. 

Two interesting additions to the society's collection of books 
in the Dakota language are Wowapi Wakan: the Holy Bible, 
Containing the Greater Part of the Old Testament and the New 
Testament in the Dakota Language, translated from the originals 
by T. S. Williamson and S. R. Riggs, missionaries (New York, 
American Bible Society, 1877) ; and Hymns in Dakota for Use 
in the Missionary Jurisdiction of Niobrara, published by the 
Indian Commission of the Protestant Episcopal Church. The 
volumes are gifts from Mr. E. A. Bromley. 

A copy of the Minnesota Advertiser, the first paper published 
in St. Cloud, for August 27, 1857 — number 32 of volume 1 — has 
been received from Hon. W. B. Mitchell of St. Cloud. It bears 
the names of George F. Brott as proprietor and James Mowatt as 
publisher, thus supplementing the information given by Daniel S. 
B. Johnston in his article on territorial journalism in the Minne- 
sota Historical Collections (vol. 10, part 1, p. 312). As was the 
case with so many of the early papers, the Advertiser appears to 
have been run primarily to promote the interests of the town site. 
The last page of this issue contains a sketch of "St. Cloud, — Her 
Resources and Prospects," accompanied by a large "Map of 
Minnesota" showing all roads and railroads centering in the 
embryo city. 
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Mr. Marion P. Satterlee of Minneapolis has compiled a "List 
of Victims of the Sioux Indian Massacre of 1862, in Minnesota," 
a copy of which he has deposited with the society. After exten- 
sive research during a period of more than four years, Mr. 
Satterlee believes that he has succeeded in securing the names 
of practically all who were murdered, killed in battle, or died 
of starvation, as a result of the outbreak. The list contains the 
names of 391 settlers and 76 soldiers, making a total of 467. 

Through its secretary-treasurer, Mr. Benjamin Brack of St. 
Paul, the Eleventh Regiment Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Asso- 
ciation has presented to the society a valuable album containing 
photographs of the members of Company C, Eleventh Minnesota 
Volunteer Infantry. The pictures were taken at Fort Snelling, 
July, 1865, when the company was mustered out of the federal 
service. The album, which contains also photographs of most of 
the first sergeants, all the company officers, and the field and staff 
officers of the regiment, was presented to their captain, Theodore 
E. Potter, by the men of the company as an expression of their 
affection for him. 

Mr. H. T. Drake of St. Paul has procured from an English 
book dealer and presented to the society a set of the monumental 
and profusely illustrated work entitled The Old-Northern Runic 
Monuments of Scandinavia and England, now first collected and 
deciphered by Professor George Stephens, F.S.A., which was 
published in London in three parts dated 1866, 1868, and 1884. 

Some thirty large boxes of books from the library of Senator 
W. D. Washburn, mostly government documents, have been pre- 
sented by Hon. W. D. Washburn Jr. He has also presented to 
the state a marble bust of Senator Washburn and a large painting 
of Lincoln by George Peter Alexander Healy, dated 1887. The 
bust will be placed in the senate chamber of the Capitol, and the 
picture will hang in the hall of the house of representatives. 

Governor Burnquist has turned over to the society a curious 
pointed bullet received from Mr. Henry Buck of Le Sueur. It 
is a specimen of the balls used in the old Russian muskets which 
were supplied to settlers by Governor Ramsey in 1862 in order 
that they might protect themselves against the Indians. Mr. 
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Buck, who came to Minnesota in 1852, was one of the settlers 
thus equipped. 

An interesting addition to the society's exhibit of old firearms 
is a Colt pistol deposited by Mr. Charles H. Kilbourne of Minne- 
apolis, to whose father, Major L. S. Kilbourne of the Seventy- 
second Indiana Volunteers, it was surrendered in October, 1863, 
by Frank Gurley, the Confederate guerilla leader. Gurley stated 
that it was the weapon with which he had killed General Robert 
Latimer McCook of the Army of the Ohio on August 6, 1862. 

Through the courtesy of Mrs. Charles L. Alden of Troy, New 
York, the society has received a framed copy of a portrait of her 
father Consul James W. Taylor, a sketch of whose life appeared 
in the Bulletin for November, 1915. The original painting, 
executed by V. A. Long in 1893, hangs in the city hall of Win- 
nipeg. 

Mr. E. A. Bromley has presented two blue-print plans for the 
reconstruction and enlargement of Fort Snelling, drawn in 1902 
and 1903. On the back of one of them is a penciled sketch of the 
plan of the fort in 1844. 

Miss Margaret M. Burdick of Minneapolis has presented a 
small oil painting, executed about 1854, of Fort Garry, located on 
the site of the present city of Winnipeg. The painting belonged 
to her father Mr. R. C. Burdick, who was for a number of years 
a member of the society. Mr. Burdick came to St. Paul in 1851 
and later lived for a time at Fort Garry. 

Mr. William R. Weide of St. Paul has presented a crayon 
portrait of his father Nicholas Bernard Weide, who came to St. 
Paul in 1853 and opened a grocery store on Third Street. 



